Press Release

Nagpur leads India’s electric mobility revolution powered by Ola & Mahindra
Shri Devendra Fadnavis, Hon’ble Chief Minister, Government of Maharashtra & Shri Nitin Gadkari, Hon’ble
Minister of Road Transport, Highways & Shipping, Government of India inaugurate India’s first Multi Modal
Electric Vehicle Project & Ola Electric Charging Station
Nagpur, May 26, 2017: Ola and Mahindra have partnered with the Government of India in a first-of-its-kind
programme to build an electric mass mobility ecosystem in Nagpur which will bring about a transformational
change in the automotive and transportation landscape in the country. Shri Devendra Fadnavis, Hon’ble
Chief Minister, Government of Maharashtra & Shri Nitin Gadkari, Hon’ble Minister of Road Transport,
Highways & Shipping, Government of India inaugurated India’s first multi-modal electric vehicle project at
the Nagpur Airport Complex today.
This unique project will bring vehicles across different segments, including e-buses, e-cabs, e-rickshaws
and e-autos together on a single platform, the Ola app, enabling citizens of Nagpur to book these vehicles
for their transportation needs. This pilot project will commence with a 200-strong fleet, including 100 of
Mahindra’s new e2o Plus vehicles. The rest of the fleet will consist of vehicles sources from other OEMs
including Tata Motors, Kinetic, BYD, TVS amongst others.
Shri Devendra Fadnavis and Shri Nitin Gadkari flagged off this all-electric fleet from the Dr. Babasaheb
Ambedkar International Airport in the presence of key dignitaries – Shri Diwakar Rawat, (Transport
Minister, Government of Maharashtra), Mr. Abhay Damle (Joint Secretary, MoRTH), Mr. Manoj Saunik
(Principal Secretary, Transport Government of Maharashtra), Shri Satish Sahastrabuddhe, (Additional
Commissioner, Transportation, Government of Maharashtra) and thousands of citizens. This was followed
by the unveiling of Ola’s electric charging station, situated within the airport complex. This unique
installation is the first of its kind and will power the fleet. Ola has already invested upward of INR 50 cr
towards EVs and charging infrastructure, starting with 50+ charging points across 4 strategic locations in
the city of Nagpur. With a clear focus to build a full fledged ecosystem around sustainable mobility, Ola will
also invest in training and educating driver partners on maintenance and use of in-car technology along
with its key OEM partners like Mahindra.
Speaking on the occasion, the Hon’ble Chief Minister of Maharashtra, Shri Devendra Fadnavis said,
“The state of Maharashtra is geared towards driving positive change for collective improvement of the
society we live in, and we welcome and encourage such initiatives. We are extremely proud of the
commitment corporations like Ola, Mahindra and others are working towards building sustainable
transportation for all. In support of this initiative, we have waived off VAT, road tax, and registration for all
electric vehicles in the state, and we look forward to building Maharashtra as a model state for others to
emulate in the future.”
Hon’ble Union Minister of Road Transport, Highways and Shipping, Shri Nitin Gadkari said,“There is
an urgent need to re-think and revisit transport infrastructure and fuel dependency, not just in India, but
globally. Large scale adoption of electric vehicles can bring the monumental change that we urgently need,
and in this endeavour, we launched the 100% EV nation by 2030 mission. It is heartening to see Indian
companies such as Ola and Mahindra taking Government’s vision forward and in building a strong
ecosystem for sustainable mobility. I look forward to working with them to make the 2030 vision a reality.”
Bhavish Aggarwal, Co-Founder and CEO, Ola said, “India has the need as well as the potential to set a
global example on electric adoption to power its mobility needs. We are excited about how this could
transform the mobility experience for millions of citizens, unlock immense opportunity for driver partners
and positively impact the environment and quality of life in our cities. The government has been extremely
supportive towards kick-starting this initiative and we look forward to working with them and the various
industry partners in building the electric vehicle ecosystem grounds up for India. We believe that Electric
Mobility in a multi-modal format, will be key towards realizing our mission of building mobility for a billion
Indians.”

Dr. Pawan Goenka, Managing Director, Mahindra & Mahindra Ltd. said, “As the pioneers of electric
vehicles in India we are delighted to enable first sustainable shared mobility service in Nagpur, along with
the Government of India and Ola. I would like to applaud the Government for its novel mission of
accelerating large scale adoption of electric vehicles and Ola for making ‘Green mobility services’
accessible to the people of Nagpur. True to the spirit of ‘Make-in-India’, we shall lead this change in India
along with the Government. This pilot will pave the wave for wider adoption of electric vehicles. I am
confident that India will make a paradigm shift in lifestyles - towards smart mobility and smart cities that are
driven by progressive Government policies.”
Sulajja Firodia Motwani, Founder & CEO of Kinetic Green Energy & Power Solutions Ltd., said, “As
India's largest electric three wheeler maker, we are excited to be partnering in this initiative with Ola by
supplying 100 of our superior e-rickshaws, Kinetic Safar in Phase 1. These e-rickshaws will play a key part
in providing seamless e-mobility at Nagpur, especially for last mile connectivity and for affordable short
distance travel. Kinetic Safar has superior safety features, better design and feature advanced lithium ion
batteries. We are keen to bring our offerings to the city of Nagpur on the Ola platform.”
Electric vehicles will play a major role in reducing urban pollution plaguing several Indian cities and
resulting in health hazards. With increased penetration of EVs and eventual 100% transition, the country
and its citizens stand to benefit tremendously.
About Ola:
Founded in Jan 2011 by IIT Bombay alumni Bhavish Aggarwal and Ankit Bhati, Ola (formerly Olacabs), is
India’s most popular mobile app for personal transportation. Ola integrates city transportation for customers
and driver partners onto a mobile technology platform ensuring convenient, transparent and quick service
fulfilment. Ola is committed to its mission of building mobility for a billion people. Using the Ola mobile app,
users across 110+ cities can book from over 600,000 vehicles across cabs, auto-rickshaws and taxis. Ola
has also introduced a range of shared mobility services on its platform like Ola Shuttle and Ola Share for
commute and ride-sharing respectively. The app is available on Windows, Android and iOS platforms.
Please visit www.olacabs.com and www.olacabs.com/media for more information.
About Mahindra Electric:
Mahindra Electric, a part of the USD 17.8 million Mahindra Group is a global pioneer in the development
and production electric vehicles. Mahindra Electric is India’s only EV manufacturer with indigenously
developed EV technologies that have won global accolades. The Mahindra Group has one of the most
diversified portfolio of electric vehicles with the e2oPlus hatch, the eVerito sedan and the eSupro mini van
and panel vans.
Pushing the limits of technology and innovation, Mahindra has acknowledged the need to redefine mobility
at every step. This lead to a vision with a desire to transform; a vision which provides an imagination which
is more sustainable and more dependable. Venturing into the paradigm of alternative technology has
helped Mahindra enable a clean, green and a smarter tomorrow.

